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Better Regulation is a commitment, on the part of the EU & its 
institutions, to use particular tools, follow particular principles and be 

guided by particular norms in the policy-making process

Simplification 

& burden 

reduction

Participation/ 
openness

Evidence-
based 

policymaking

Subsidiarity & proportionality

SDG mainstreaming

Digital by Default

Strategic Foresight

Precautionary Principle

Innovation Principle

...



EU Better Regulation tools
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Relevance for health (advocacy)

Corporate Europe Observatory (2020)

Corporate Europe 
Observatory (2016)

New Economics Foundation / European Environmental 
Bureau (2020)

Smoke Free Partnership (2010)

https://corporateeurope.org/en/better-regulation-corporate-friendly-deregulation-disguise
https://corporateeurope.org/en/environment/2016/12/better-regulation-make-things-worse
https://corporateeurope.org/en/environment/2016/12/better-regulation-make-things-worse
https://neweconomics.org/2020/01/reprotecting-europe
https://neweconomics.org/2020/01/reprotecting-europe
https://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/our-policy-work/events/eu-better-regulation-from-economic-to-citizen-centric


Better Regulation for Better Health project

'To explore the impact of the Better Regulation agenda on EU health 
policy-making’

Case studies of the 

policy process

• Audiovisual media 

services directive

• General 

pharmaceutical 

legislation

• Ambient air quality 

directives

• Food Information 

to Consumers

Norms and discourse 

in the wider agenda

• Different 

understandings 

and uses of ‘better 

regulation’ concept

• Disjuncture 

between narratives 

of ‘deregulation’ 

and ‘EBPM’, for ex.

Capacity building 

within civil society

• Knowledge and 

understanding of 

agenda

• Strategic use of 

agenda and tools

• …



The FIC revision process

Better Regulation requires that the Commission:

• Seeks feedback on an inception impact assessment

• Undertakes an impact assessment

• Conducts a 12-week public consultation and targeted stakeholder consultations

• Submits and responds to review by the Regulatory Scrutiny Board

• Will gather feedback on a legislative proposal…



Questions for the audience

• What has delayed the FIC Regulation revision? 

• What was your experience with the consultation process for the FIC Regulation 
revision? 

• Have the Better Regulation tools and processes strengthened or improved the 
revision process for the FIC Regulation? 

More generally,

• What is your experience with EU impact assessments, evaluation and/or 
consultations?

• What, in your view, are the positive and negative aspects of Better Regulation? 
What has it improved; where does it cause difficulty? 
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