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A time of enormous challenges & opportunity!

Poverty & social inequality threaten Europe’s long-term
prosperity & stability

Everything Is Iinter-connected — we need a more integrated
approach to policy making

Massive recovery spending can transform our societies &
economies for the better
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The European Campaign’s mission

To Influence public policies and spending so that all families — but
particularly those living with adversity — get the support they need to provide

a healthy, safe and nurturing environment for their youngest children.

Specific focus on:

- children under 3 years of age

- vulnerable groups: children with disabilities, Roma
children, refugee and migrant children, children in
alternative case, children living in extreme poverty.
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A 360° approach to early
childhood development
policies and services

2013 Investing In Children
Recommendation
(European Commission)

Child Guarantee
(European Commission)

Nurturing Care Framework
(WHO, UNICEF, World Bank)
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What do we want to achieve?

« More understanding & political support for ECD, harnessing EU policies and funding

« More investment in ECD e.q., universal access to maternal & child health, universal
access to quality ECEC, resources for family/community-based care

¢ Action on child poverty & social exclusion e.g., national strategies, social support,
measures to combat discrimination

« Integrated approaches (across policy areas) with children at the centre, guided by
UNCRC & focused on most marginalized communities

EU funds support reforms & investment in ECD, e.g., ESF+, Recovery Facility
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Pathways for achieving change

3 components to the campaign:

1. Building a community of ECD advocates at national & EU level

2. Leveraging EU policies & funding to support reforms & public
Investment at national level

3. Raising awareness of ECD and collecting and disseminating a
strong evidence-base
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National partners

Bulgaria - Trust for Social
Achievement, For Our Children
Foundation

Finland - Central Union for Child
Welfare

France - Ensemble pour 'Education
de la Petite Enfance

Hungary - Family, Child, Youth
Assoclation
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Ireland - Child Rights Alliance
Portugal - Fundacao Nossa Senhora

do Bom Sucesso

Romania - Step by Step Center for

Education and Professional
Development

Serbia - Pomoc Deci

Spain - Plataforma de Infancia
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Campaign strategy: Top-down Bottom-up advocacy

EU Advocacy

National Advocacy

CAPACITY BUILDING
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Learn, engage, share

FACT SHEET
2020’

SPAIN

NATIONAL CONTEXT

Spain has made adequate efforts over the past year to delfver on early childhood
clevelaprment pobcies and fo suppord farmiies wath young chelcren”

Spain has a national faw or act guaranteeing access to basic ECD services i Education,
Health, Nutrition, and/br Social and Child Protection for all children under 6 @)

Spain had a National Action Plan for Children and Young People in force for the pericd 2013-
2016, However, it has not been renewed since, 0A new commitment is urgently needed and
should improve on the previous one by including betler provisions for coordination between
differant relevant public authorities, and by paying maore attention to the local perspactive.

Despite the lack of a comprehensive strategy on early childhood development (ECD),
* The information provided in the count individual policies and pieces of legislation provide for certain elements and rights:

by end of August 2020.

Contributor: Plataforma de Infancia

@ In the area of child protection, two new laws approved in 2015 reformed the legal
framework governing the system of protection for children and adolescents.

@ Educatlon in Spain is managed by the regions. For the moment, there is no universal
access o public education under three years of age. It is in place for children between
three and six years old, but is not compulsory. In 2019, the central government
in consultation with the regions put forward an eight-year plan to extend early
childhood education and care to all children under the official school age of six.

The target is approached differently by the regions - some plan to use subsidies for
private schools (La Rioja), others to give direct grants to families (Andalusia), and
some others to invest in public schools and remove tuition fees.
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@ Healthcars for children from birth to six years is guaranteed. However, improvements
are still needed in the area of Early Childhood Intervention - a national law on
Lhis is expecled Lo be approved in the coming months, according to the Coalition
Government Agreement’. The approval of this law has been one of Plataforma de
Organizaciones de Infancia’s main demands Lo the Spanish Government in the past
years, and the organisation will now closely monitor its effective implementation.

@ Famlly support mechanlsms are available, but limited. Currently only provided to the
families below the severe poverty threshold, they support the most vulnerable, but
leave oul families living in moderate poverly. Therefore, additional supporl measures
for other poverty thresholds are needed.

According to the respondent organisation, the two blggest challenges in Spain from the
perspective of early childhood development are:
1. Promoting sducation for children under thras years of ags, az quallty and access
te theze zervices Iz ztlll a significant challengs, scpeclally for familiez with lower
Incomes.

2. Supperting famllles In vulnerakie situatiens, and promeoting work-llfe balance.
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. Visit the website:

FirstYearsFirstPriority.eu

<« C @© © & https://firstyearsfirstpriority.eu/across-
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THE CAMPAIGN NEWS
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TAKE ACTION RESOURCES

THE CAMPAIGN
ACROSS EUROPE

. Vision flyer
. Country sheets
. Case studies

. Take action
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Find out about early childhood development in the countries where the campaign operates:

Country B

PDF

Fact Sheet Spain 2020

0 Agata D'Addato y

@AgataDaddato

#Children's experience of their first 1,000 days last a
lifetime. Many families in vulnerable situations aren't
getting the support they need 2care adequately 4their
#newborns.Join the #FirstYearsFirstPriority launch
2find out what we're advocating 4&how:
eurochild.wufoo.com/forms/first-ye...
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